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BREAKTHROUGH

Despite our start in life, whether we
have grown up in a wealthy home or in one
that lacked material wealth, in a home
where the parents have given us plenty of
attention or left us to basically grow up on
our own, whether it's in a large city or in
the African brush, we all eventually have
to decide for ourselves what our goals and
values in life will be. The influence of our
parents or our upbringing will certainly
play a part in our thinking, but we alone
can choose, and will be field responsible for,
the way we walk through our lives. Dr.
Tom Penistan faces many of the hard ques-
tions of life in his private medical practice.
The answers are not always straight for-
ward or easy. However, liKe AKin Famodi-
mu and Dave Kelly, Dr. Penistan has
found a source of wisdom and strength to
face these problems and questions of our
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An Ordinary |

modern age. And, like Richard Shakarian, Fellow
he has discovered that there is One who is Dave Kelly #

there not only to meet our needs, but also Page 6
the needs of the many people around us. - |
In this magazine you will see that
Full Gospel God is interested in ordinary
Business Men’s people, to heal and_help them in‘
everyday situations. You will also
discover that it is possible to have
a personal relationship with God.
To order more copies of Voice
magazine for yourself and your
friends, see page 18.

Fellowship International

For further information, please contact:

Don't let this magazine die... Pass it on to a friend.




Richard
Shakarian,
Southern
California, U.S.A.

Heart surgery had left me in the
hospital with several months of re-
cuperation ahead. I had hit the bot-
tom; my health and finances were
gone. | had to start over from way
behind. My wife, Vangie, and I
knew that I needed a physical and
financial breakthrough.

While recovering at home, my friend, -

Jay, came by and asked me to sell his very
valuable five-acre commercial property
next to the airport in Riverside, California.
I said, “Look, Jay, I am not in that business
and, besides, I am still recuperating.” He
replied, “You know the people who will
buy this property. All the agents I’ ve tried
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have brought no results.” He even sug-
gested my friend, Bob, who might want to
buy it.

I called Bob. Subsequently, the three of
us drove out to Riverside. Within an hour
Bob had agreed to buy the property. I
received a full commission. I thought,
“Here 1 am recovering, not yet in my
business clothes, and the Lord is answer-
ing our prayers.” Since committing my
life to Jesus Christ when I was a boy I have
served God with all my heart and He has
never let me down yet.

After that, another friend, Carl, asked me
to sell a 7-hectare commercial property
near a college, situated on an intersection
of two major highways. He wanted cash

money — $860,000. He explained how
he’d had a broker working on the sale for
more than a year and had not sold it. I told
him what the problem was — his asking
price was too low! “It is worth at least a
million dollars,” 1 explained. He agreed
that the price should be higher, but wanted
not only cash money, but also to close the
deal within a week of the time it was
started. Now, that was almost impossible.
[ left that meeting with a fabulous piece of
property, a good price, and no idea how I
would fulfil Carl’s conditions.

We began praying about the property,
“Lord God, I dedicated our business to
You. Now I confess I don’t know how to
sell this property on the terms Carl wants
it sold. But Lord, You brought this oppor-
tunity to me and I believe that You have
the right buyer lined up.” A few days after
that an oriental gentleman telephoned me
and said, “Richard, I’ve got a friend who
wants some property. He is extremely
wealthy, and has many big businesses. He
wants further investments in the United
States. Do you have anything?”’

“Yes, as a matter of fact, I have just the
thing.” I said. The man flew into L.A.
When we took him out to see the property,
he agreed to buy it and gave $100,000 on
deposit. Then he promptly started trying
to change the deal. After I held firm and
told him he could pick up his cheque,
things settled down, and by the Friday of
that same week he’d given another cheque
for. $900,000. That was a total of one
million dollars in one week!

God launched me into
this business because

we prayed and let Him
have control in our lives.

There was one more transaction before
we could begin our real adventure in earn-

est. I had seen so often in my father,
Demos’, life, that God always seems to
help in our personal life when we are
doing His will.

Harold asked me to find him a partner
for three square miles of valuable property
he had accumulated in the Palm Springs
area. It was an estate being surveyed for
8,000 houses, 2 shopping centres, an in-
dustrial area, and even two golf courses.
He was asking ten million dollars and
could not complete his transaction. I had
always felt I would make the deal. By this
time, he had most of the city approvals and
I felt the value had gone way up. We set
the price at fifteen million dollars.

A few days later, while cleaning my
desk, I came across a business card, which
I somehow could not throw away. After
another few days I still could not throw it
out. It seemed to light up in my hand. I
decided to phone the man, though I
thought he’d think I was crazy as I had no
real reason to call.

When I asked what he was doing, to my
surprise he told me he’d just become an
estate broker and was working with a
group of oriental agents. When I said I was
in the land business, he suggested we get
together. I told him about the Palm
Springs property and subsequently
showed it to one of his clients. The client
loved the property, recognizing its
tremendous potential. However, no
sooner had he agreed to the transaction
then he began to stall. He was playing a
kind of a cat and mouse game. I prayed
about the situation, and felt he was the
wrong buyer. This was confirmed in the
days following. Thus, I called a meeting
with his broker and said we would not sell
to that buyer.

They reminded me, “Richard, your sel-
ler needs a lot of cash in just ten days.” I
responded, “I know that, but the right
buyer is out there.” “Well, who is this
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man?” they asked. Following that meeting
I had to go to Tulsa, Oklahoma. There
were some Christian meetings I’d agreed
to take part in some time before.

When the others protested, “But the
deadline will come and go before you get
back,” I explained that I must honour God,
and He would take care of the transaction.
While I was gone a buyer from Taiwan
flew in. They were some of the wealthiest
people in that part of the world. I had never
met or even heard of them before. When
they were shown the property in Palm
Springs, they were very excited — they
simply had to have it. When I phoned back
to see how things were going, I could
hardly believe my ears. We had sold the
Palm Springs property for fourteen mil-
lion dollars and they had immediately ad-
vanced the seller $500,000 in cash.

What a miracle! There were many ups
and downs before we finally completed
the transaction, but the whole time we
kept thanking the Lord that what He had
given He would help us complete. Once
completed, we looked back at my personal
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Richard Shakarian
with his family

health and financial con-
dition, which was so
broken and seemed so
hopeless just two and a
half years before. God
had brought me from
broken health and failure
| to great success. He
raised us up as transac-
tion after transaction was
completed. Yes, God
does honour those who
trust Him. I knew then
that my life was not over
and that the prophecies
given to me as a youth
would certainly come
true in God’s time.

I had always been involved in the Lord’s
work. Vangie and I had travelled to more
than fifty nations. I had conducted many
outreaches to young Americans, where
10,000 to 18,000 American young people
would attend, with thousands finding
Christ. I had even helped my father in
many of the outreaches of the Full Gospel
Business Men’s Fellowship International
years before.

Shortly after we completed the Palm
Springs transaction I went to my dad and
volunteered to help him with the FGBMFI
as he saw fit. A few days later he told me
the Government leaders of Armenia were
coming to see him. After we met them,
they extended an invitation to Armenia.
Dad wanted me to go in his place. I must
admit that I was less than excited about
going to Armenia. This was the land that,
by prophecy, God had led the Shakarians
to leave. Because my grandfather and his
father were obedient, God had blessed
them greatly. That blessing and anointing
has continued to this generation.
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I was not sure about going until we went
to an FGBMFI convention in Sacramento,
California, and a group of Russians were
there from Kiev. They kept us up until two
o’clock in the morning night after night,
telling us what God was doing in Russia.

The Holy Spirit opened our hearts to go
to the Soviet Union. A small group joined
us, including Jeremy and Brenda Dalton
(our daughter and son-in-law). Jeremy is
a well-known gospel singer and song
writer. His songs are known throughout
the world. Paul and Joyce Toberty, who
owns radio stations and office buildings,
and a few others, also joined us.

Upon our arrival we were given the royal
treatment. The Christians had set up meet-
ings and the Government gave, without
charge, stadiums, halls, and arenas. In
those days the communists were in
charge. The Government sponsored our
meetings by providing facilities, our

travel within the country, and our lodging,
all without cost.

We asked for the largest sports arena in
the land for our final meeting in the capi-
tal. Their reply was, “Are you sure? There
are not enough active Christian people in
the whole republic to fill that.” We in-
sisted, however, and they gave it to us. As
it turned out, a Christian television crew
were there reporting on the aftermath of
the big earthquake. As a result, they were
able to document many of our meetings.
During the one week we were there, ten
thousand men made a commitment to
Jesus Christ, saying in Armenian fashion,
“We will lay down our lives for Jesus, if
need be, and we will win the nation and
all the Soviet Union to God.” They were
scientists, doctors, engineers, farmers,
construction people, and even soldiers in

Continued on page 14

Richard Shakarian — speaking to crowd of 15,000 in Armenia.




An
Ordinary
Fellow

Dave Kelly,
Brighton, England

Things were tight in our family
as I was growing up. My father
suffered badly with his nerves and,
as a result, was very restricted in
what he could do. This was a shame
as he was a very clever man — a
genius in electrical areas and fluent
in French. To be honest, I never felt
very deprived; I took the situation
for granted. Besides, my mother
would always try to make up for
any deficiencies. She would take
‘me to the park to play cricket, foot-
ball, and tennis!

Although I was taken to church with-
out fail every week, I found it boring and
would have preferred to be on the sports
field. Although I did make a commit-
ment to Jesus Christ when I was about
seven, it didn’t change much.

As I went through my teens I became
more and more interested in what the

6 | world had to offer. It seemed to me that

the Jesus of the Bible — a person who
created a stir wherever he went, healing
people and raising them from the dead
— was portrayed in such a different light
by the Christians I knew. There was no
talk of miracles happening today and, to
me, the Christian life seemed to be just
a list of “do’s and don’ts” — mostly
“don’ts”’! By the time I reached my early
twenties, I really had no time for God;
my god was sport.

When I was twenty-three, every pillar
supporting my life was suddenly
knocked away. The girl, who I had been
going out with for three years, and had
hoped to marry, left me. I started failing
in every sporting activity; I got into dif-
ficulties with my work; every horse I
gambled on lost, and one even jumped
through the side fence as if to rub it in.
Nothing, absolutely nothing, went right.
I was determined not to ask God for
help; if I was going to become a Chris-
tian it would be when I was ready and
not just because things were down.

Mostly to keep my mum happy, I was
still attending church, but it had little
real meaning to me. Of course, there
were some attractive young ladies there.

Then, when I stopped going to church,
to my immense surprise, I found that I
missed it and couldn’t understand why.
Thus, I started going again and, amaz-
ingly what I heard began to make sense.
So I recommitted my life to the Lord
Jesus Christ. Nothing changed much at
first, but I recall reading the Bible one
night after I had made a complete hash
of a job interview. I read how Jesus said
that anyone wanting to be a disciple of
His must first count the cost and put Him
above everything else, in-

friend, I was given the advice to spend
some time alone with God — praising
Him for what He had done.

The next day, a Saturday, was the ideal
opportunity to do this, although I hardly
felt like doing it. After about an hour, I
remember being filled with faith that I
would soon be back together with my
girlfriend, and there was more. God led
me to Jeremiah 31:18-22 in the Bible.
which seemed to be speaking directly
about the situation I was in.

Then, my girlfriend, Beverley, with
whom I had not spoken for about nine
months rang me up and we agreed to

cluding family, work, and
recreation. The passage ends |~
up by saying that He who has
ears to hear should hear! I
realized then that God
wanted me to be serious with
Him. I remember the peace §
that flooded over me when I |
finally gave in. It was ter-
rific!

I developed a thirst for the f
Bible and was keenly inter- [
ested in all that God was
doing. A missionary from
Youth With a Mission
(YWAM) came to our
church and at once the Lord
gave me a desire to attend
their next School of Evangelism in
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), where the
missionary was based. We prayed about
itand it seemed right, so I applied for the
School and was accepted.

I was still missing my girlfriend, who
was a Christian, and by now was away
at college. I asked the Lord to take away
my feelings for her, but He didn’t. One
day as I was sharing my problem with a

-
Dave in Malawi during 1975 trip

meet. The Lord God had been at work in
her life, too, and by Monday we were
engaged. We were married four months
later, and started our married life
together by attending the School of
Evangelism in Salisbury, Rhodesia.

During our nine months there, we wit-
nessed Jesus Christ doing the same sort
of miracles one reads about in the Bible.
Our financial needs were met in miracu-
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Dave Kelly with his family

lous ways. On one occasion we were

-about to set out on a long journey to

Mozambique from Malawi; the only
problem was that we had insufficient
funds for the petrol. As we were due to
leave camp at 1 a.m. a pastor, whom we
had been working with, paid us a visit
and said that he’d been praying for us
with some other ministers when God
had told them to give us some money
without delay! The amount they gave us
was sufficient for our requirements.
Praise the Lord! This sort of happening
was quite commonplace and we learned
that God really does take care of His
people.

While I was with YWAM the Lord
showed me that He wanted me to return
to England and secular work. He also
clearly told me that I was to join a Chris-
tian businessmen’s organization. I had
never heard of the FGBMFI (Full Gos-
pel Business Men'’s Fellowship Interna-
tional). Back home, I took a job with a
leading insurer. In 1979 they moved me
up to Bristol. While I was there someone
lent me a copy of the Happiest People
on Earth, the story of the founder of the
FGBMEFI. As I read the pages I realized

that this was what God
had been calling me to
join back in 1975.

I was thrilled to dis-
cover that there was a
well-established chapter
in Bristol. Ron McCatty
was the president. I
fondly remember walk-
ing into that large room
at the Grand Hotel for a
breakfast meeting and
being hit by an in-
credible atmosphere of
warmth and love. This was my first en-
counter with the FGBMFI and it was a
sheer delight to spend that morning
there. I had experienced God moving in
miraculous ways before, but this
seemed to be a new dimension, another
gear.

I shared my faith with those around me
and saw a number of people come to the
meetings and commit their lives to Jesus
Christ. It was incredible! I saw the Lord
healing people and setting them free in
a way that I had not experienced before.

Much has happened since that time.
The Lord God has led me back to
Brighton, where I was brought up, and I
have joined the FGBMFI Chapter there.
We have seen God working in many
wonderful ways there. Bev and I have
now been married for 17 years and have
two lovely children, Marianne and Neil,
aged 14 and 11.

I consider myself to be just a very
ordinary person, who is serving a very
extraordinary God, a God who cares for
me and who is able to do far above what
I ask or even think. I would recommend
Him to anyone. =]

The Real
Power

Akin Famodimu,
Nigeria

After the death of my
mother when I was just a
young child, I grew up under a
lot of oppression by the
powers of darkness. Then my
father died in a suspicious
motor vehicle accident. Both
parents had been Christians. |
However, whilst my maternal
grandfather was an Anglican
minister, my paternal grand-
father was a nominal Christian
who had “African” powers to
heal people especially with
mental disorders. It was then fre-
quently believed in Nigeria that
mystical power came from India.
As a young fearful orphan I vowed
to go to India in order to fortify
myself against evil forces.

Somehow I managed to make it through
school. Each time I had an examination I
would study through my notes several
times and read in the Psalms from the
Bible, believing them to have some sort of
power for success. My performance im-
proved as I progressed through the years.
I graduated University withan MBA, hav-
ing attained it with distinction.

By the time I graduated I'd come to
suspect that the Bible, and especially the
Psalms, had some sort of mystical or di-
vine power. Church was just a routine, but

it played no major influence — I kept it at
a distance. I took a job with Lever Bro-
thers, in Marketing, as Brands Manager,
and later got married to my charming
wife, Bisi. My wife delivered our first son,
premature, three days before our wed-
ding! Of course this didn’t say much for
our Christian ethics. We merely named the
son Ayodeji, meaning double joy — the
wedding plus a bouncing boy!

This was, however, the beginning of a
chain of harrowing experiences for us. A
popular Nigerian joke says, “When the
jungle matures, who doesn’t want to know
will surely know by force of experience.”

My wife had great difficulty carrying
children to a full-term pregnancy. She had
many miscarriages. She usually had ter-
rible dreams, in which she heard discus-
sions about plans to block my children
from coming into the world. As is typical




Chapters inthe United Kingdomand Ireland

1. IRELAND

ATHLONE: 0902-75560
BALLYMENA: 0266-42914
BELFAST:0232-863673
CRAIGAVON: 0846-602866
DONEGAL TOWN: 010-353-74-45184
DUBLIN: 0001-452769

DUBLIN (NORTHSIDE): 0001-452524
DUBLIN WEST:0001-212341
DUNDALK:010-353-42-33269
ENNISKILLEN:0365-322654
KILLARNEY:010-353-64-31556
LIMERICK:010-353-61-419214
NAVAN:010-353-46-21025
NEWRY:06937-38477

OMAGH: 0662-46592
PORTLAOISE: 010-353-502-32616
TRALEE: 010-353-68-22423
WATERFORDCITY:010-353-51-71248
WEXFORD: 010-353-53-22910

2. SCOTLAND

ABERDEEN: 0224-740017
AYR:(0292-312272

BORDERS: 0896-56388
COATBRIDGE & AIRDRIE: 0236-434845
CUMBERNAULD: 0360-313493
DUMBARTON: 0389-32940
DUMEFRIES: 0461-203077

DUNDEE: 082-622-400
DUNFERMLINE: 0383-726280
EDINBURGH: 03 1-667-3994
FALKIRK/STIRLING: 0324-36284
GALLOWAY:067-184-258
GLASGOW:041-422-1841
GLENROTHES: 0592-757329
INVERCLYDE:0475-29628
INVERNESS: 0463-75306

IRVINE: 0294-73494
KILMARNOCK:0563-29279
KILSYTH: 0236-822056
KIRKINTILLOCH: 041-776-1639
NORTHLANARKSHIRE:(0555-72893
RENFREWSHIRE: 03552-46899

3. ENGLAND (NORTH WEST)
ALSAGER: 0270-873525
BIRKENHEAD:051-653-5465
BLACKBURN: (0254-81-2432
BOLTON:0204-592861

CARLISLE: 05762-3185

CHESTER: 0244-336236
CHORLEY:0772-34763

DOUGLAS: 0624-824819
EDENVALLEY: ()768? 51671
FURNESS: 0229-52632
GRANGEOVER SANDS; 05395-33856
(HESWALL)WIRRAL.:051-342-8696
KENDAL.:0448-7750

KNUTSFORD: 0565-830547
LANCASTER: 05242-41954
LEEK:0782-502315

LEIGH: 0942-677675
LEYLAND:0772-421489
LIVERPOOL (SOUTH): 051-727-2712
LYTHAMST ANNES: 0253-712584
MANCHESTER:061-928-1257
MILLOM:0229-773281
MORCAMBE & HEY SHAM: 0524-53527
NORTHWICH: 0606-883433
OLDHAM: 061652-4060
ORMSKIRK: 0695-622754
PRESTON:(0772-34687
ROCHDALE:0706-522834
STHELENS: 0744-813277
SALFORD: 061-794-4223
SOUTHPORT:(704-54801 1
STOCKPORT:061-456-9137
STOKE-ON-TRENT:0782-319786
WARRINGTON: 0925-67909

WEST CUMBRIA: 0900-822539
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WIDNES: 051-420-3977
WIGAN: 0257-483319
WINSFORD: 0606-554366

4. ENGLAND (NORTH EAST)
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BARNSLEY:0226-249158
BUXTON: 0298-77202
DARLINGTON: 0325-312393
DONCASTER:0302-702458
DRIFFIELD: (0482-860043
DURHAMCITY:091-3865555
EASTCLEVELAND: 0642-314126
GRANTHAM: 0476-60265
GRIMSBY:0472-884311
HALIFAX:0274-882386
HARTLEPOOL.: 0429-260760
HOPEVALLEY:0433-50302
LEEDS: 0532-675573
MIDDLESBROUGH: 0642-822450
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE:091-251-5964
NEWARK:0636-703706
NORTHALLERTON: 0609-775134
NORTHHUMBERSIDE: 0482-449059
NORTHUMBRIA (SUNDERLAND):
091-455-9700
NOTTINGHAM:0602-783115
RETFORD:0777-704313

RIPON: 0765-2435
ROTHERHAM: 0909-730545
SCARBOROUGH: 0944-70288
SCUNTHORPE: 0724-871076
SELBY:0757-703621

SHEFFIELD: 0742-351151
SKEGNESS:0754-769151
SKIPTON: 0756-793021
SPALDING: 0775-769057
STAMFORD:0572-813415
TEESSIDENORTH: 0642-580069
TYNEDALE: 0661-35435
WAKEFIELD: 0924-254012
WETHERBY:0937-581101
WHITLEY BAY:(91-237-3122
WOMBWELL:0226-753193
WOODHALL SPA:0507-522553
YORK:0904-791306
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5. ENGLAND (MIDLANDS)
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AYLESBURY VALE:0296-437235
BANBURY:0295-268613

BELPER: 0773-822408

BICESTER: 0869-241595

BIRMINGHAM NORTH: 02 1-360-3680
BURTON-ON-TRENT: 028364163
CHELTENHAM: 0452-309130
CHIPPINGNORTON: 0608-51633

CIRENCESTER: 0285-640593
CORBY/KETTERING: 0536-69300
COVENTRY:0203-456501

DERBY:0332-661516

FOREST & WYE: 0594-823900

GLOUCESTER: 0452-423611

LEICESTER SOUTH:0533-696615

LICHFIELD: 0543-254712 |
LOUGHBOROUGH & NORTH
LEICESTERSHIRE:0530-32032
MELTONMOWBRAY: 0664-65103
MILTONKEYNES: 0908-560562 |
NORTHAMPTON: 0788-822788

NUNEATON &N.WARKS: 0827-830321

OXFORD: 0865-246816
SHREWSBURY:(0743-235136
SOUTHBIRMINGHAM: 0905-772405

STROUD: 0453-882922

TAMWORTH: 0827-56312

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON: (0926-493595
WITNEY & AREA: 02357-69977
WOLVERHAMPTON:(0902-784154

WORCESTER: 0905-356994

6. WALES AND BORDERS
ABERDARE: 0685-6557
ABERGAVENNY:0873-890283
ANGLESEY:0407-832117
BRECON:0874-638868
BRIDGEND: 0656-663044
CARDIFF: 0446-745961
CARMARTHEN: 0267-231797
HAVERFORDWEST: 0348-840607
HEREFORD: 0981-250247
LLANELLI: 0554-757889
MERTHYR TYDFIL:0685-5767
NEWPORT (GWENT):0633-243120
NEWTOWN (POWYS):068688-679
PORTTALBOT: 0639-897993
PRESTEIGNE: 0544-267378
RHAYADER:0597-810141
RHONDDA: 0633-246507
SWANSEA:0792-884701
7. ENGLAND (EAST ANGLIA)
BUNGAY: (0493-393686
CAMBRIDGE: 0223-233053
CHELMSFORD: 024541-3485
GREATYARMOUTH: 0692-670355
HARLOW:0279-28367
IPSWICH: 0728-860685
KING’S LYNN: 0485-70264
MILDENHALL & LAKENHEATH:
()()'%8 718149
NEWMARKET:0638-507216
NORTHWALSHAM: 0263-720164
ROCHFORD: 0702-582070
SAFFRON WALDEN & DISTRICT:
(0799-523477
- SOUTHEND-ON-SEA: 0702-559506
- TENDRING:0255-674253

8. ENGLAND (GREATER LONDON)

- BLACKHEATH(S.E.LONDON&N.KENT)
081-467-0853

BROMLEY: 081-467-8129

CARSHALTON: 081-395-2284

CITY OFLONDON:071-738-7873
CROYDON: 081-660-0463
CRYSTALPALACE 081-653-4260

EASTBOURNE:0323-29786
EASTGRINSTEAD: 0342-712761
FOLKESTONE: 0303-42249
GRAVESEND: (1474-357544
GUILDFORD: (04865-2367
HASTINGS & BEXHILL: 0424-216842
HORSHAM: 0403-50407
LEATHERHEAD & DISTRICT: 0372376594
MAIDSTONE: 0622-673031
MEDWAY:0634-377965
ROTHERVALLEY:0580-850251
SEVENOAKS: 0732-462721
PADDOCK WOOD: 089283-6495
SITTINGBOURNE: 0795-842007
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: 0892-521582
UCKFIELD: 0825-763354
WORTHING: 0273-679255

10. ENGLAND (SOUTH:- WESSEX)
ALTON (HAMPSHIRE): 0420-23466
BOURNEMOUTH: 0202-522824
CHRISTCHURCH: 0202-482555
DORCHESTER:0297-89360
FAREHAM: 0705-50298 |
FERNDOWN: 0202-578296
GERRARDS CROSS: 06285-23870
ISLEOF WIGHT, MEDINA: 0983-617027
ISLEOF WIGHT, SOUTH: (983-840313
JERSEY:0534-61515

PETERSFIELD: 042-876-250
PORTSMOUTH: 0703-252889
READING: 0734-477018
SALISBURY:0980-611600
SHAFTESBURY:0258-455976
SOUTHAMPTON: 0703-643472
SWANAGE:0929-427396
SWINDON: 0793-538640
WEYMOUTH: 0305-822522
WIMBORNEMINSTER: (0202-881585
WINCANTON: 0963-32434
WINCHESTER: 0962-869717
YEOVIL: (935-840291

11. ENGLAND (SOUTH WEST)
BARNSTAPLE: (0271-45019
BATH:0225-427418
BRISTOL:0272-684598
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EALING: 081-992-5409
CHIPPENHAM: 0249-654397
EQETIE%‘%N(%?}\I 071 oy T DEVIZES: 0672-62371

EXETER:0392-425345

FROME: 0373-66770

HONITON: 0404-41801
KEYNSHAM:0272-869315
KINGSWOOD(BRISTOL) 0272-672937
LISKEARD:0579-42(

MELKSHAM: 0225- 7()7 174
(l;gg?SgOMERNORTON&RADSTOCK:
MINEHEAD: 0643-841684

NEWTON ABBOT:0803-813586
NORTHAVON: 0272-423404
PENZANCE: 0736-796968
PLYMOUTH: 0822-853364
ST.AUSTELL: 0726-860835
SIDMOUTH:0395-513925
TAUNTONDEANE: 0823-288320
THORNBURY:0453-413043
TORBAY:0803-614230
TROWBRIDGE: 0225-761961
TRURO:0872-862387

367-7090
EPSOM & EWELL.:081-393-9015
FINCHLEY:081-455-7939
HARROW:081-954-7982
HAVERING:0708-856050
HERNEHILL/CAMBERWELL:081-761-0271
HITCHIN & LETCHWORTH: 0462-451409
KENSINGTON & CHELSEA:081-540-1953
LUTON:0582-22818
RUISLIP: 0895-622679
STEVENAGE: 0435-359086
THAMESMEAD:081-312-1068
WALTHAMFOREST: 081-519-1130
WALTON & WEYBRIDGE: (932-229463
WATFORD: 0923-229909
- WESTMINSTER: 071-622-9656

9. ENGLAND (SOUTH EAST)

- ASHFORD (KENT): 0233-622883

- BRIGHTON & HOVE: 0273-410695

- CANTERBURY:0227-792737

- CRAWLEY:0293-882411

- DARTFORD: 0634-666323 WELLS: 0749-890702

- DEAL:0304-363293 WESTON-SUPER-MARE: 0934-621084

AFRICA: Ghana: Joseph Kwaw.P.O. Box 10849. Accra North. Nigeria: Sam Mbata, 24 Tkwerre Road, P.O. Box 674 —Port
Harcourt. Liberia: Richard Morris, P.O. Box 2647, Monrovia. Sierra Leone: Write to the Ghanaaddress. Kenya: Jerry
Kibarabara, P.O. Box 49578 —Nairobi. South Africa: Gerard Heij, P.O. Box 5195, Pretoria 000 1. Malawi: Mr.Zimba, P.O.
Box 3041 Illongue City, Malawi. African address. Tanzania: John Njau, P.O. Box 2541 — Arusha. Uganda: Daniel Nkata,
P.O. Box 151 - Kampala. Zimbabwe: Alan Hart, P.O. Box A255, Avondale, Harare. Other Countries: Please write to
FGBMFI Africa, P.O.Box 9771, K.I.A. Accra, Ghana— Phone:77.49.02 Fax:77.22.38.

Other English Chapters: If you are visiting one of these areas please contact them well in advance to arrange fellowship—
they need you!Brussels: 02/734.20. 77,Cairo Central: 20.2.68069 |, Geilenkirchen: 0245 1/68876, Gibraltar:
350/72993, International Rhine-Main: 0617 1/73644, Heidelberg/Leimen: 06224/75595, Malta: 492266, Rome:
511.01.77.
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THE REAL POWER! — AKIN FAMODIMU

in Africa, at times of miscarriages,
anxious relatives took us to several
“prayer houses”, “White Garment Chur-
ches”, malams and even fake Alhajis.

In spite of our own personal disdain for
these “fetish churches”, my anxious wite
and I felt we had no other option. We were
reminded that our (then) only child was
born just a few days before the wedding,
but since then we’d not been able to have
any children. All my reading in the Psalms
had failed — they were supposed to lead
me to God, who’d inspired them. I was
blind to the real source of power, Jesus.

Then an old friend from the “White Gar-
ment Church” came to visit us. She’d
since committed her life to Jesus Christ
and wanted to tell us about her experien-
ces. At first we resisted, not wanting to
give up our selfish way of life; yet we
wanted a true miracle. Over a period of
time she spoke persistently about God and
how we were seeking help from helpless
and powerless sources. She was right and
[ knew it. For the first time, I heard the
clear gospel of Jesus Christ.

After reading the books, “Quickened,”
and, “In the Name of Jesus,” by Dr. Hagin,
I surrendered my life to Jesus Christ. Fol-
lowing, this I devoured the Bible, as well
as other books by Christian authors. My
faith and thirst for God and His righteous-
ness exploded. God eventually took care
of my wife’s miscarriages and today we
have two sons and two daughters.

Then, when our second daughter was
born, a friend gave me a book, ‘The Ver-
dict’, by Ron McDowell. Fancying myself
an intellectual I was highly impressed by
the evidence he laid out. In spite of the fact
that I was convinced that Jesus was the
only answer and the only way to God, it
was all head knowledge — it had not
become practice. After reading a number
of other books I finally understood that I
had to make a personal commitment to
Jesus Christ.

Having read quite a bit about the Bapt-
ism of the Holy Spirit, I had a hunger for
everything God had for me. For this rea-
son, in June 1983, I went to the U.S.A. for
a Christian Seminar at a Bible College. On
one of a series of trips to the U.S.A. I met
Sam Mbata, an International Director for
the FGBMFI in Nigeria, and he told me a
little about a businessmen’s organization
he was working with. However, it took an
invitation from an Australian lady for me
to attend an important World Convention
of the FGBMFI in Melbourne to fully
learn about the Full Gospel Business
Men’s Fellowship International. It was
there that I met Dr. Gerry Kibarabara, who
was President of the African Council for
the FGBMFI at the time. I'd often read
about the FGBMFI, but had never known
what it stood for. The Melbourne Conven-
tion was like a “Sea of Warm Love” —
businessmen sharing their experiences
with Jesus Christ. I was really fired up,
and was constantly sharing my faith with
others. As I checked out of the Melbourne
Sheraton, an Australian came up and re-
funded all my hotel costs. I broke down in
tears on realizing how much God cared for
me. The man told me how God had told
him to refund me. I was then able to buy
all the audio and video tapes from the
Convention!

Since 1985, I have served God in Lagos,
working with the FGBMFI. 1 was the
founding President of the first Lagos
Chapter of the FGBMFI, which has now
grown to 18 Chapters in the city. I curren-
tly serve as International Director in
Lagos and Ogun States of Nigeria.

Jesus came to our world to bring life and
joy. This has been my experience in
Christ. His real power meets and sur-
mounts every obstacle. This same LIFE
and POWER is available to YOU! Invite
Jesus into your life and things will change
for the better. Jesus is the Prince of Peace
and He can be yours if you only ask. H

The Vision

By Demos Shakarian

In 1952 God told me to start a Fellow-
ship for men who would meet in small and
large groups in cafés, hotels and public
places to fellowship and minister spirit-
ually one to another. To attempt to accom-
plish this, we organized a group and met
in Clifton’s Cafeteria in Los Angeles
every week for a whole year. Interest and
attendance was so small that it appeared
we would be forced to give up a ministry
I was sure God had called me to do. God
was good and gave me a vision in my
home while T was on my knees the night
before I was going to stop the meetings.

God said to me, “I am the One, Demos,
who alone can open doors. I am the One
who removes the beam from unseeing
eyes.” “I understand, Lord Jesus. And I
thank You.” “And now I will let you see,
indeed.”

At that moment, Rose, my wife, came
into that living room. She stepped around
me and walked over to the Hammond
organ in the corner. As the music swelled
through the living room, the atmosphere
grew brighter. To my amazement the ceil-
ing of the room seemed to have disap-
peared. I found myself staring up into the
sky, a daytime sky although it must have
been pitch dark. Although I was on my
knees, I felt as if [ were rising, leaving my
body, moving up, away from the living-
room. Down below me I could see the
rooftops of Downey, California. There
were the San Bernardino Mountains, and
over there the coast of the Pacific Ocean.
Now I was high above the earth, able to
see from the west to the east.

Whether the world was turning, or
whether [ was travelling around it, I do not
know, but now beneath me was the conti-
nent of South America, then Africa, Eu-
rope, and Asia. I could see people on the

earth — millions and millions of them —
standing shoulder to shoulder. Then, just
as acamera can zoom in at a football game
to show first the stadium, then the players,
my vision seemed to move in on the mil-
lions of men. I could see tiny details of
thousands and thousands of faces. Every-
where it was the same. Brown faces, black
faces, white faces — every one rigid,
wretched, every one locked in his own
private death.

“Lord!” I cried. “What is the matter with
them? Lord, help them!”

Suddenly Rose began to prophesy. Hu-
manly speaking, of course, she had no way
of knowing that I was seeing anything at
all. But what she said was, “My son, what
you see next is going to happen soon.”

The earth was turning — or I was mov-
ing around it — a second time. Below me
again were millions upon millions of men.
But what a difference! This time heads
were raised. Eyes shone with joy. Hands
were lifted toward heaven. These men
who had been so isolated, each in his
prison of self, were linked in a community
of love and adoration. Asia, Africa,
America — everywhere death had turned
to life. And then the vision was over.

Since that time the FGBMEFI (Full Gospel
Business Men’s Fellowship International)
has grown and is now active in more than
100 nations. It includes in its membership of
more than 2,900 local chapters, laymen rep-
resenting every status of the market place
and our society, including: business men,
professionals, working people, people in
high places of responsibility, and men in
leadership of their countries. Its member-
ship represents practically every Christian
denomination. For more information see
coupon on page 19. ||
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A REAL BREAKTHROUGH — RICHARD SHAKARIAN

Continued from page 5

full uniform. They stood there and wept as
they gave their lives to God.

We distributed 20,000 copies of the Gos-
pel of John, which had been printed on the
Central Committee Communist presses
and paid for by the American Full Gospel
Business Men’s Fellowship International.
When the government officials asked,
“What else can we do for you?” we said,
“Put us on television.” So the next night
they took us to the television station and
we all shared on live television how Jesus
Christ had changed our lives. On our final
night, 15,000 came to the meeting —
4,000 could not even get into the stadium!
On that night alone, six thousand people
committed their lives to Jesus.

The next day the army opened fire at the
train station. For the rest of our stay there
were sounds of machine gun fire on the
streets. Everyone was racing around —
nobody even stopped for traffic lights!
Smoke hung over the city. About 1:00 a.m.
that night Paul and I found ourselves in the
home of one of the top officials. He was a
very kind man, but when we began talk-
ing, he asked some hard questions. He
looked me right in the eye and asked,
“How did you do this?” I didn’t know
what he was talking about, so I asked,
“What do you mean? Do what?” “How is
it that you came to the city one week ago,
you had nothing — no organization, noth-
ing — and in one week you filled the
biggest stadium we have with thousands
of people. How did you do it?” I replied,
“It’s very simple; we didn’t do it. God
did!” Then we shared what Jesus meant to
us and asked him if he would like to com-
mit his life to Jesus Christ. He said he
would and we prayed with him.

We saw many miracles during our time
in Armenia, including hearing a man
speak, who hadn’t been able to say a word

14 in thirty years. A lady who’d been lame for

years was healed. And there were many
more. During one meeting held at the foot
of Mount Ararat, it was just as if Jesus
sovereignly walked among the people,
doing miracles. I have been attending
Christian meetings since 1947 and I have
seen many amazing things, but I’ve never
seen anything like that meeting. It seemed
we were simply bystanders, watching God
at work as, for one and a half hours, mir-
acles abounded in that stadium.

Afterwards a well-dressed top Com-
munist Party Member came up to me and
said, “Mr. Shakarian, I’'m an atheist.” I
figured she hadn’t stopped me just to tell
me that, so I asked, “And?” “I have arth-
ritis, and haven’t been able to lift up my
hands or arms for a long time without
excruciating pain. While you were speak-
ing I was cured.” She raised her arms. I
looked at this lady who was raising her
arms, demonstrating that she was cured,
and asked, “Now will you accept that
there is a God?” When she said yes, [ went
on, “Will you accept Jesus Christ as the
supreme authority in your life?” “Yes!”
she replied. It was just like when Jesus
healed the unbelieving; because of the
signs, they believed upon Him.

There is no doubt Jesus worked through
simple business men two thousand years
ago, and He can do the same today. Those
laymen changed their world and God
wants to use us to change ours. All He
requires from the business men of our
complex 1990s is that we put Him first in
our lives. There are so many stories I could
tell, but space does not permit it. Let it
suffice to say that anyone who puts Jesus
first will never be sorry.

Richard Shakarian is a land inves-
tor and owner of Golden Eagle
 Properties, and is an International
Vice-President of the FGBMFI. He
_and his wife, Evangeline, have four
children and four grandchildren.

One ,
Doctor's

Having decided to become a doc-
tor, I first hitch-hiked around Greece
before starting medical school. I had
committed my life to Jesus Christ not
long before at a Billy Graham evan-
gelistic crusade, and I spent much of
my time on the trip reading my Bible
and praying. However, it seemed that
something was missing. In one town
I came across a young boy with a
crippled foot. It bothered me that I

Practice

Dr. Tom Penistan,
Suffolk, England

could not do as the disciples of
Jesus had done and say, “In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
rise up and walk.” Just being
brought up in a middle-class Eng-
lish family, where it was our prac-
tice to go to church, was not
enough. Either Jesus was God, and
would do what He promised in the
Bible, or He would not; to me it
was just that black and white.




Dr. Tom & Jan Penistan

The rubbish I kept hearing about all
roads leading to God would not do.  knew
that God was real and I knew I needed
changing. There were so many conflicts
— and I knew, as we all do, that I could
not change myself. On my way home from
Greece I passed through Italy and, while
in Milan, I saw Leonardo de Vinci’s ‘The
Last Supper’. A man came up to me there
and told me that the artist had sought out
models who looked the part — a fisher-
man for Peter, James, etc., but he had been
unable to find a model for Judas Iscariot.
Finally, several years later, he went to the
deepest dungeons and found just the right
man. However, when he asked the man if
he would model for him, the man replied,
“Don’t you recognize me? I was your
model for Jesus.”

The man then asked me, “What makes
you think you will not end up as that man?
Just trying to be a good Christian is not
enough. Jesus must be the Lord of your
life.” We then prayed together and I asked
Jesus to change my life. When I then went
on to medical school, I found myself faced
with so many questions and decisions —
abortions, friends, choices of jobs...

For some questions, there were easy
answers, but there were others that were
not so simple. One example was the area
of greed versus compassion that a doctor

shows towards his patients (A doctor can
earn more money by spending less time

. with each patient than is necessary for

compassion to be expressed and trust
built.) In the last year of school my wife,

~ Jan, and I were married. After qualifying,

we had a strong sense of God’s leading,
which was confirmed in the fact that I was
accepted for all the jobs to which I applied
— except one, because I refused to do
abortions.

It was in Sudbury, Suffolk, where I
ended up serving as a general practioner,
that I heard about the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit. After a meeting, where [ heard Tre-
vor Dearing, an Anglican Clergyman,
speak, I was prayed for and there received
this Baptism. I found it personally edi-
fying and it drew me closer to God.

This led to all kinds of new experiences.
I remember one patient, whose children
had been taken away because she was a
heavy drinker. After a series of appoint-
ments with psychiatrists, she was told they
were unable to help her, and that she had
‘a personality problem which is untreat-
able’. I finally decided there was nothing
to lose, and everything to be gained, by
offering to pray for her. She agreed. Short-
ly afterwards the woman moved away, but
some years later Jan received a phone call
from her, saying, “I am feeling drawn to
God. Your husband prayed over me. [ have
heard that Trevor Dearing is going to be
speaking in some meetings in Sudbury.
Please tell me when they will be!”

Through a friend, Jill, we came to know
the parents of a boy, who I will call Oliver.
He had a rare red blood cell leukemia
called Letterer Siwe Disease. Although
his parents were not Christians, Jill asked
them if they would take Oliver for prayer.
Oliver’s parents agreed, so Jill and Jan
took Oliver and his mother to the Rev. Bill
& Molly Worboys, who spent some time
praying for him.

After that, Oliver improved day by day.
His parents sensibly kept on with the me-
dicine and every time the paediatrician
saw him, he was able to reduce the treat-
ment. Quite soon Oliver was off all medi-
cation and, although the steroid drugs
could have stopped his growth, he grew

normally. On the drugs he had been miser- g
able, but now he is fine. A shock came to

his parents when they were asked to which
school they would be sending Oliver. He
was then four, and it had never occurred
to them that he would ever live to go to
school. Oliver is now a fine, healthy,
good-looking teenager.

This week I saw a patient who, only two
years ago, could not cope emotionally
with even very minor problems, particu-
larly in the area of reproduction. Since
then she has become a Christian. She has
been able to cope beautifully with being
wrongly told that a condition she had was
a venereal disease, and then with the fact
that a specialist who had treated her had
since developed Aids and that she should
be tested for it. The strength with which
she coped with these traumas is a living
proof of God’s power in action.

Linda was a twenty-five-year-old with
Anorexia Nervosa, almost dead, living on
black coffee and cigarettes. She was
frightened, hopeless and seemed beyond
help. When I talked about Jesus she
seemed interested. I explained to her,
“Jesus is just like a friend, really.” This
spoke to her. Each time we talked it ap-
peared thatI said just the right thing. Some
husbands bring their work home in a brief-
case. I brought mine home in the form of
a very disturbed young lady. It is a tribute
to God’s power and love — also to Jan’s
love and strength from God — that Linda
is now an active well-balanced Christian,
working in a girls’ school.

Many people have asked me to do
things, not realizing that it was always Jan
who took care to get them done. She was

Rome Italy — August 1966

always gracious about me getting the
thanks. In our home Jan took charge. I
expected her to tell me what to do, and so
she had the weight of the responsibility.
She did it well, but it wore her out. Jan is
much more sensitive than I am and thus
the burden I'd left her with made her
frightened, irritable, and worried. She felt
pressured and I felt devalued.

Then we went on a Christian retreat deal-
ing with marriages. We learned that hus-
bands were to love their wives as Christ
loves the Church. We realized that Jesus
was the kind of leader who washed the

The Baptism of the
Holy Spirit

Some stories published in this
edition of VOICE magazine
speak about the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit. This is a Biblical ex-
perience promised to the follo-
wers of Jesus Christ. Its pur-
pose is to endow the receiver
with power to do the will of God.
The Bible speaks often of it in
the book of Acts. For more infor-
mation contact an FGBMFI
Chapter in your area. (See
pages 10 & 11).




ONE DOCTOR’S PRACTICE

disciples’ feet, but who also took respon-
sibility and initiative. We repented and
allowed God to bring healing in our rela-
tionship and marriage.

Now Jan feels secure when I take re-
sponsibility and I feel great.  know I have
to listen to her and hear what is on her
heart. Then, after prayer, it is usually clear
which way we should go. Moving forward
in this way has been a positive experience
for both of us.

As a doctor there are many dilemmas I
have to face. I am convinced that human
life has a high value in God’s eyes. This
means that [ cannot take or waste life. I am
convinced that life starts at conception. I
can understand how people think that the
life of an unwanted baby will bring more
harm than good to the world. Maybe it will
ruin their health, or jobs or standard of life
— maybe the child will be unable to live
a full life for some reason, but if we kill it
in the womb, for me, that is exactly the
same as killing it later on.

Being close to those in illness and dis-
tress is a privilege. It sometimes means I
can share my faith in Jesus Christ and
witness situations as they change dramati-
cally. I do not take advantage of our spe-
cial doctor-patient relationship, but, when
the situation presents itself, I simply ask a
patient if they ever pray, or if they would
like prayer. Surprisingly, I often receive a
positive response to such questions. One
thing I know for sure, prayer in the name
of Jesus Christ has brought some amazing
changes in my life, as well as in the lives
of many friends and patients.

Dr. Tom Penistan MB, CHB,
MRCS, LRCP s a practicing general
doctor in Sudbury, Suffolk, England
and is a member of the Newmarket
Chapter of the FGBMFI. He and his
wife, Jan, have two teenage children
Miriam and Richard.

This thrilling book
about the founding
of the FGBMFI can
be obtained through
your local chapter
(See pages 10-11).
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Dear Reader: While reading the testimonies
in this issue of Voice Magazine you may have
wondered if you too could know God person-
ally and have peace in your heart. Jesus said
that to know God, who is Spirit, you must be
born again in your human spirit. For this to
occur you should:

1. Acknowledge to God-you have lived sel-
fishly and that, in not honouring Him as Lord
of your life, you have sinned and are separated
from Him. “For all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God” Rom. 3:23.

2. Repent by turning to God and asking for
His forgiveness of your past sins and for His
help to live as He desires. “Except you repent,
you shall all likewise perish” Luke 13:3.

3. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and
that, as He died on the cross, He took your sins
upon Himself that you may obtain God’s for-
giveness. “For God so loved the world that He
gave His only Son, that whosoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” John 3:16.

4. Confess to God that you now take Jesus to
be your Saviour and Lord of your life. “If you
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shall believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you shall be saved” Rom.
10:9.

If, after careful thought and speaking the
scriptures to yourself, you wish to make this
important step, then pray the following out
loud: “Dear God, I am convinced that [ am a
sinner and as such I am destined to perish. I
believe in my heart that Jesus, your Son, died
forall sinners, including me, and shed His blood
to wash away my sins. I confess Jesus to be
Saviour and Lord of my life and thank you for
your gift of eternal life. I now trust You to help
me to live as You desire.”

Do not depend on feelings as proof of your
acceptance by God. Feelings are changeable,
but your new relationship with God is based
on His promises (Rom. 10:13). Do not be
ashamed to tell others of your relationship
with Jesus (Mat. 10:32). Take time daily for
prayer and Bible reading (1 Pet. 2:2, Psalms
37:4, Rom. 8:14).

When you have made this greatest of all deci-
sions, please let us know so that we may send
you further information. Complete and post us
the adjacent coupon.

THE FULL GOSPEL BUSINESS MEN’S
FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL IS
AN INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
OF CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN
WHOSE PURPOSE IS:

1. To call men to God and into the church by
witnessing to God’s presence and power in the
world today through the message of the total
Gospel for the total man.

2. To provide a basis for Christian fellowship
among men everywhere under the single banner
of their experiences in Jesus Christ and to
strengthen them so that they can.go back to their
respective churches refreshed and renewed. The
FGBMEFI is not a church nor a sect. It has no
priests nor pastors, and does not start churches.

3. To bring about a greater measure of unity
among all Christians.
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